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Abstract
This paper explores the significance of community-linked practicums in Japanese lan-
guage education within university teacher training programs. Through narrative analy-
sis of interviews with four faculty members responsible for these practicums, the study
seeks to illuminate the value of such collaborative practices. The findings, presented as
individual stories derived from the interviews, suggest that the primary importance of
these practicums lies in fostering a civic attitude that enables participants to contribute
to society by leveraging their expertise. Furthermore, these experiences allow educa-
tors to engage with diverse learners, adapting to their unique needs and thereby en-
hancing their instructional practices. Considering these insights, the paper discusses
the potential challenges posed by the formalization of registered Japanese language
teachers, which might discourage the selection of local Japanese language classrooms
as practical training sites. It emphasizes the importance of creating dialogues with
stakeholders interested in regional Japanese language education and revisiting the fun-

damental question of the role of language education in society with various partners.
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