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The “genuine article illusion” of multilingual speakers:

Consideration through the narratives of authors
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Abstract

This study examines whether it is possible to formulate a view of language by plurilin-
gualism and pluriculturalism in Japanese society through analysis and discussion of the
authors’ narratives. The authors grew up in a multilingual and multicultural environ-
ment and had difficulties living as multilingual speakers in Japan, where monolingual-
ism prevails. This study aims to clarify the difficulty of living as a multilingual speaker
in Japanese society. The authors were found to harbor a “genuine article illusion” about
some language among our own, believing that they are not “genuine article” speak-
ers of their language. This was based on two factors: the evaluation for the language
skills, and the social gaze on the attributes of the language. This study revealed that
such a “genuine article illusion” makes the authors, who are multilingual speakers,
an Invisible Minority. Language education practices and the learner profile need to be

rethought to overcome the “genuine article illusion.”
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