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Methodological intersection of “place” design
between non-attendance research
and studies of language and cultural education:

[Book review] Mami Kanzaki (2021),
Ethnography of high schools that accept students experienced non-attendance

OBATA, Kanae* GONNO, Sachi OZAWA, Ikumi
Tsinghua University, Ochanomizu University, International Christian University,
Beijing, China Tokyo, Japan Tokyo, Japan
Abstract

This book review summarises the main points of Kanzaki (2021) and examines their
implications for studies in language and cultural education through three perspectives:
citizenship, criticality, and ecological approach. Employing microethnography, this
book inductively analyses the daily practices of teachers in two schools that accept stu-
dents who have experienced non-attendance. Specifically, the study reveals how teach-
ers dynamically create “a place for rest and social connection (ibasho’ in Japanese)” for
these students through adaptive actions and symbolic arrangement on a daily basis.
This form of educational support discussed in this book, grounded in the “place (‘ba’
in Japanese)” design methodology, offers valuable insights into studies of language
and cultural education by illustrating the practical application of citizenship, critical-
ity, and ecological approaches. Moreover, this book provides a concrete example of
school-wide support for all students from a cultural psychology perspective. The study
illustrates compelling cases where instrumental functions, aimed at ensuring students’
competence, can coexist with consummatory functions, characterised by self-sufficient

time, without overemphasis on the former.

Keywords: cultural psychology, consummatory function/instrumental function, citizenship,

criticality, ecological approach
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