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Abstract

This paper reexamines Japanese language education categorized under the term “com-
munity-based Japanese language education,” focusing on the inherent ambiguity of
the word “community.” First, we present individual reports on the authors’ approaches
to and perspectives on community-based Japanese language education, followed by
an overview of discussions held at the annual forum on this theme, summarizing the
diverse forms of community-based Japanese language education. Next, based on this
summary, the study examines the significance and challenges of community-based
Japanese language education as an intersection of language education and community
formation, employing classifications of the concept of “community” from urban sociol-
ogy. Finally, the paper discusses the implications of Japanese language education within
communities, emphasizing the importance of practitioners and researchers question-

ing the very concept of “community.”
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