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Japanese language education?:
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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to analyze how TV programs have portrayed Japanese lan-
guage education in the social context of the time and to examine what kind of messages
about Japanese language education they have sent to the general public. As a result of
the analysis, the number of students featured in the programs in each period varied
according to the social conditions and policies of the time: international students in the
1960s, children of Chinese returnees in the 1970s, businesspeople and workers in Japan
and abroad in the 1980s, Japanese South Americans in the 1990s, prospective nurses in
the 2000s, and children of foreign workers in the 2000s. In addition, the TV programs
focused on the learner groups that were of high interest at the time, and by depicting
the difficulties and limitations of learning/education for individuals and specific educa-
tional institutions, they sent a message to the general public that the current situation
and issues of Japanese language education should be viewed as familiar challenges and
that Japanese language education should be promoted as a policy by the government

and local governments.
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