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Practitioner research
through teacher dialogue and reflection:

Collaborative construction of the “teacher as mediator” concept

HIROSE, Wakako* KUMADA, Michiko
Kanda University of International Studies, Chiba, Japan Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract
This study examines how the concept of the “teacher as mediator” was collabora-
tively constructed as a framework for reinterpreting teachers’ own classroom prac-
tices. The first and second authors, both Japanese language teachers, engaged in
sustained collaborative reflection based on specific classroom events drawn from
the second author’s lessons. Through this dialogic process, the second author’s
practical knowledge was articulated, and the first author documented these ar-
ticulations along with their own interpretations. This process enabled the second
author to recognize a shift in their classroom role toward that of a “teacher as
mediator.” The dialogue surrounding this concept also prompted both authors to
articulate previously implicit beliefs about teaching and learning, fostering deeper
reflection on the foundations of their practices. By analyzing this collaborative re-
flective process, the study discusses the significance and potential of practitioner

research in promoting profound teacher reflection.

Keywords: reflective practitioner; teacher role; autonomous learning;

post-lesson conference; action research
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