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Designing the language of community
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Abstract
This paper is based on a panel session conducted at the 11th Annual Conference of
the Society for Language and Culture Education, entitled Designing ‘Chiiki
Nihongo’ as the language of community for realizing a slightly better town: Considering
the subjects of community development, community design, and area management.
Drawing on the questions that emerged from discussions with the audience, we,
the panelists, have reflected upon and further developed our ideas. Our aim is to
share these reflections not only with residents of local communities but also with
practitioners of regional initiatives, administrative officials, and collaborate stake-
holders. In the panel session, we examined the notion of “a slightly better town”
from multiple perspectives and positions. We regard Chiiki Nihongo—the lan-
guage of community—as a boundary object that enables diverse actors to engage

in dialogue.
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