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An attempt to reconsider the dichotomy of
“Japanese Students/International Students” toward
creating a multicultural co-learning environment on campus

NAKAGAWA, Yasuhiro*
Chuo University, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract
This study begins with the question of how to leverage cultural diversity and
normalize shared learning between Japanese students and international students
within daily campus life. Focusing on two Japanese university students who serve
as supporters in a Japanese-language class for international students, the research
aims to identify the issues necessary for building the foundation of “multicultural
co-learning,” as advocated by MEXT. Using semi-structured interviews, the two
Japanese students were asked to reflect on a scholarly article that described the
struggles faced by international undergraduate students. The findings revealed
that factors such as teachers’ explicit interventions, as well as the sense of closed-
ness created when international students from the same country unintentionally
cluster together, hinder the deepening of relationships between Japanese and in-
ternational students. These results suggest that the dichotomy between Japanese
students and international students is implicitly taken for granted, thereby creat-
ing invisible opportunities for the reproduction of power dynamics. Accordingly,
the study concludes that the presence of such a “boundary” separating the two

groups constitutes a significant obstacle to future multicultural co-learning.

Keywords: multicultural co-learning; Japanese language classes; Japanese language supporters;

dichotomy between Japanese students and international students
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