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It was kind of a challenge for us, because
we are going to make their life through
our school. If we don’t do properly, maybe
they won't achieve.... In the beginning, they
were not studying, so we were letting them
do whatever they want to do, and we try not
to disturb our kids. But when more student
studying increases, they come here and
started studying. And now some of them
can write kanji, some of them can write O
5A37%, 1% /1), So, yeah, it’s working good,
not very fast space. (IN0208)

LM S, OEIEXLODOBTELBICEY X
NITHIEEFLTE, L, £TH, Bz
BEXFIHFRITLE) T hoTWLRE, FLEb72bIE
FORZEDTVRoTVLERITVE LI, FE£D
ICHFE R EHICEEL LTV TIRUTOLIIZD
WLTBY, 795y TSAOEE TS0
TWAHILENEHZ S,
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77 % w7 K: They have to learn by themselves.
Let them hurt. And when they play outside
when they get hurt, they started learning.
They are mentally getting little bit stronger
in that area like physically, mentally around
one year. (IN0208)

T FEDHII—#IZHET) LM E R S e
ENDHoT, TORE, MikzEFITEATHSS
LIREERE R OO TR, LALLM RIT
LaL, 798y 73Ald
ZOREERSVVIRZFZVOBBETHLE V), HEDIZ
MEZGLMPIMOEZIRYEDLE, KN EERE
PN EIE LTz, BREL RS, KSR
LEZETOHENLDY, fafrzlnZiieso

2RO, E)TIIERAZBER LN DLW
JWFBEOPTNAL VAL LEHTVIZLHITHE
Vo THUIINPEETHIERIML TS, b nb
53, ZOEVCOBIHFIIWZRIE, LHLTHED
RAZFFO LN TER P o0 TOMBEEZTY
L SEL =D DREAER o720 TNEFAD/NFERS
FEADNR, HLTORETRFNGRIITHYZ DT
BUEER LTV EDIETHL, A THAT
T2ARFEDAIZRE R Z B SEH DI ADHL
HMTWBDIZEAB Dz, FIEZEDOETDHMEIL
THRIIEY, MR THAENTEZVREVES
T, WRATI DA o THRYHL, o
NELIBOMFIIRE YD Rz, LFEFEZ, Hodkze
MA@ IHL, iz 2720 T2 5IRIZHD
wHlz [RHEEo72]. HORI TR TV
ETCHHEICRIT 7220 FHIC, RIFREhSh
2R ALT, IEESWIE A F - TR & A Z %
L2tz 4 THHMICEA TS, BTHIIRP
MICRAZFFER VRO P L v, BED
DDV RRFE ST HEAT DR Z EMEDL DD,
MIZESTOREGRETHHILIZA I Wz, £
72, BECLDAOMEIZELTE 21X, RGKIZZ&IE

BRI TR o720
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DHBFIHLEEEZBEBVTWS, BLERE2VWTED
DBWLHP TR EFEHFLED LD D)
Fy T EINTIRD LD

IonTC, 77

2o T2,

77 %7K They were very scared to talk with the
foreigners. Now, they are kind of, don't
have any problems. So, I think we are on
the right track. We still have to keep doing
that. I cannot say we are hundred percent
perfect.... We are very less resources here,

but I can see that they're improving, kids....
They don’t need to be like in push. Now
they know how to handle which Foreigner.
Which one I should talk with? How should I
behave? They know that. (IN0208)

RGK D& 726 I3 M &2 2§ Ml S5 E O
FEICEN, BEPRTUZETEFEL» TSNS
£ o T PSR L DD %
BIZOFHILICERE AL TW201d, Eilo4
KOV TOFEbED, FELLLBRGHRMARIC
o T ETRHEITE-TWZETHHL, HIIIC
ERLIEVZDORMILZLENHEDD, LAMSR
ANDIFERL TV LR DEDEZT WD,

72 %7K Our main focus about the kids, about

education is to go back to the society right?
So that's why we have three things, we are
really focusing on math, Japanese and
Communication skilling. They have to
learn these. (IN0208)

722 RGKIZH) FEb b ORENIFThZ
NOBETEELTSTEDESL), TIFTIVTEA
DEREIDH LI, RGKOEEF N FLbEttai
i ZeebTOHREICD LD THNIL, RGKIZ
WIHORNBEEHLETEZRELHBUEMBEEL LS
—HRTHHERDZENTESD, Lo, RGKDE
FEZIICHAHBLTOVWDESIH ZITHEN
LFELLOREMEL VIO RERIZS A
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%o KR TV, HHEFREMAZPA, 14:00 ~15:00 1%
LE-NRIIEY Y, HECFHH G GEIZ,
4. DFE12BW) . RIZZOMEICHESNS, #FE
O CHMBERRIERL V. 14:00127% 5
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BHD, BEFIIRFEOT=AEZRIHIE L Eh o
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- TRICATZO ] emadtiyoncd [RAT?] &
BEWETE-T, LI Viildb, A%y 7K
SAR [RATHRAT?]

- PCOIRICESITAF, B, Ak, T=F—0D%Hk
BIZ2WHCEGe (M) 7=2% B33 DR
M2, FAYPC T [1 hate singing songs | X &b
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W] EWnHEHZEEF . (FN0207)
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Unearthing foundational questions of education
in an alternative school:

Insights from an exploratory team ethnography
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Abstract
This paper examines the “Rashomon-like realities” revealed through a team
ethnography conducted at an alternative school in Okinawa, Japan. As the grow-
ing presence of alternative schools increasingly highlights the limitations of
public education, comprehensive reform across formal, non-formal, and informal
educational systems has become an urgent priority. The authors—who occupy
diverse social positions, including a family member of a person with disabilities,
a volunteer at free schools, a practitioner of Japanese language education for
students with migrant backgrounds, and an individual with developmental dis-
abilities—conducted fieldwork to explore the nature, significance, and challenges
of learning from multiple perspectives. Through iterative engagement between
personal experience and field realities, the four resulting ethnographies illuminate
both the human tensions inherent in educational practice and the challenges that
arise when education is structured around care relationships shaped by diverse
needs. By presenting these multilayered, perspectival “Rashomon-like realities,”
the paper explores the methodological potential of team ethnography for deepen-
ing our understanding of educational practices and informing efforts to improve

conditions in the field.
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