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Teachers' reflections on professionalism
in coaching Japanese speech contests in China:

Toward a broader understanding of learning for participants in speech contests
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Tokyo International University, Japan Graduate School of Global Studies,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

Abstract
Research focusing on Japanese speech contests in China has primarily centered on
the perspective of investigating “learner needs.” This study, however, is grounded
in the contemporary concept of dynamic professionalism—a perspective devel-
oped through discussions on Japanese language teacher professionalism—which
emphasizes “reflection.” Consequently, we conducted a reflection activity with
three teachers in China who have experience coaching speech contests, focusing
on their professionalism. We then specifically analyzed the detailed perceptions of
two teachers who had mentioned the importance of “learner-centered instruction”
using the SCAT. The analysis revealed that the teachers’ perceptions were not only
influenced by their experiences during the contest but also by their experiences
before or after the coaching period. Building on this finding, current conditions of
Japanese speech contests in China, and prior research concerning the concept of
learning, we propose that professionalism in coaching Japanese speech contests in
China is defined as the attitude of broadly conceptualizing learner experiences,
reflecting on, and constructing one’s professionalism based on experiences be-

fore, during, and after the speech contest.

Keywords: Japanese language education in China; speech contests;

professionalism for Japanese language teacher; reflection; SCAT
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